
Coronavirus (COVID-19) Businesses and Employers Bulletin – 12 February 2021 
This bulletin is issued by the Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy and provides the latest 
information for employers and businesses on coronavirus (COVID-19). All coronavirus business support 
information can be found at gov.uk/business-support 

 
 Government boost to rapid workplace testing 
 Financial Support 
 Working safely 
 New video content to help keep your business moving 
 Travel 
 Other useful links 

 

  

  

Government boost to rapid workplace testing 
An online portal has been launched to make it even easier for business in the private sector to 
get involved and find out more about offering rapid testing in the workplace. Business that are 
open during lockdown can now sign up to rapid testing programmes that identify cases of 
Covid-19 in employees who are not showing symptoms, to help stop the spread of Covid-19, 
and ensure vital public and economic services can continue.   

Businesses can register to order coronavirus rapid lateral flow tests for employees if: 
 Your business is registered in England 
 You employ 50 people or more 
 Your employees cannot work from home 

Testing is key to breaking the chains of transmission. Around one in three people who have 
coronavirus have no symptoms and may be unknowingly spreading the virus. This expansion 
of testing will find more positive cases, keeping workers who cannot work from home 
unknowingly passing on the virus and protecting vital public services. For more information, 
click here. 

 

  

  

Financial Support 
Bounce Back Loan – new payment flexibilities 

Bounce Back Loan borrowers will now have the option to tailor payments according to their 
individual circumstances. Pay as You Grow repayment flexibilities now provide businesses 
with the following options to: 

 Extend the length of the loan from six years to ten 
 Make interest-only payments for six months, with the option to use this up to three 

times throughout the loan 
 Pause repayments entirely for up to six months 

The scheme is open to applications until 31 March 2021. Apply for a coronavirus Bounce Back 
Loan. 

Find out how to pay VAT payments deferred between 20 March and 30 June 2020 

You can pay now or get ready to join the VAT deferral new payment scheme. The new 
scheme lets you pay your deferred VAT in equal instalments, interest free and choose the 
number of instalments, from 2 to 11 (depending on when you join). Find out more here. 

https://link.edgepilot.com/s/3c9ece51/E_-ITaG000irDmIeqqb7ag?u=https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAyMTIuMzUxMjU1MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vZ292LnVrL2J1c2luZXNzLXN1cHBvcnQifQ.P9eqbsV6WJ1u5l7Zr5r7qsB3Yhirm8lvND6ASDRHQsc/s/1117154733/br/97513340488-l
https://outlook.office.com/mail/inbox/id/AAQkAGU3N2U5ZTg4LTVhZjktNDYxMi05OGNiLTA3ZGUzNTI2Yzc4NQAQAMEk8zufZiFNs6Z%2BkZieiHI%3D?state=0#link_1
https://outlook.office.com/mail/inbox/id/AAQkAGU3N2U5ZTg4LTVhZjktNDYxMi05OGNiLTA3ZGUzNTI2Yzc4NQAQAMEk8zufZiFNs6Z%2BkZieiHI%3D?state=0#link_2
https://outlook.office.com/mail/inbox/id/AAQkAGU3N2U5ZTg4LTVhZjktNDYxMi05OGNiLTA3ZGUzNTI2Yzc4NQAQAMEk8zufZiFNs6Z%2BkZieiHI%3D?state=0#link_5
https://outlook.office.com/mail/inbox/id/AAQkAGU3N2U5ZTg4LTVhZjktNDYxMi05OGNiLTA3ZGUzNTI2Yzc4NQAQAMEk8zufZiFNs6Z%2BkZieiHI%3D?state=0#link_6
https://outlook.office.com/mail/inbox/id/AAQkAGU3N2U5ZTg4LTVhZjktNDYxMi05OGNiLTA3ZGUzNTI2Yzc4NQAQAMEk8zufZiFNs6Z%2BkZieiHI%3D?state=0#link_7
https://outlook.office.com/mail/inbox/id/AAQkAGU3N2U5ZTg4LTVhZjktNDYxMi05OGNiLTA3ZGUzNTI2Yzc4NQAQAMEk8zufZiFNs6Z%2BkZieiHI%3D?state=0#link_8
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/0c92210e/nFtStexo6Uuf8PzSu7qIIw?u=https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..wwQ6tkkd5Ad4yUmcUg38xhcKPkYVGjt9Objvey3m9lU/s/1117154733/br/97513340488-l
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/333c6a7e/Zmyp_EeFTkKM7ykuNThEig?u=https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..J7VUhbists7ts82AmXrMWk8eLoj2v4jGT0e1TnJ_hDs/s/1117154733/br/97513340488-l
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/11ffba51/orGrMu_ZqUWBnlf_xe7ing?u=https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAyMTIuMzUxMjU1MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ2V0LXdvcmtwbGFjZS1jb3JvbmF2aXJ1cy10ZXN0cz91dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249cmFwaWR0ZXN0aW5nJnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1idXNpbmVzc2J1bGxldGluJnV0bV9jb250ZW50PWVtYWlsMSJ9.btwz-WXzXaF70D9BsYgwTDNmKAchmu4SLs8fspWMckU/s/1117154733/br/97513340488-l
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/bacc91a0/OltjO3-RjUaPcphJzKUykg?u=https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAyMTIuMzUxMjU1MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ3VpZGFuY2UvYXBwbHktZm9yLWEtY29yb25hdmlydXMtYm91bmNlLWJhY2stbG9hbiJ9.yk9H7D-aTI3B6JL3txZI1ZuypxmXteEfk8yBYD1eYNo/s/1117154733/br/97513340488-l
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/4abe5ddc/qTu2MR5wMkCPpIKxqZ7jGg?u=https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAyMTIuMzUxMjU1MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ292ZXJubWVudC9uZXdzL2NoYW5jZWxsb3ItZWFzZXMtYnVyZGVuLW9uLW1vcmUtdGhhbi1hLW1pbGxpb24tYnVzaW5lc3Nlcy10aHJvdWdoLXBheS1hcy15b3UtZ3Jvdy1mbGV4aWJsZS1yZXBheW1lbnQtb3B0aW9ucyJ9.rXDBxouV9rLc4NkGyQJa6g7UtaOxfpcuqSy5LlI00Q4/s/1117154733/br/97513340488-l
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Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme 

Guidance on ‘What to include when calculating wages’ has been updated to give more 
information about non-monetary benefits and employer pension contributions under salary 
sacrifice. 

Payment of Class 2 National Insurance contributions through a Time to Pay 
arrangement 

Guidance has been updated, with added information about payment of Class 2 National 
insurance contributions, through a Time to Pay arrangement, and paying in instalments. 

 

  

  

Working safely 
Court safety for legal professionals: New information on the arrangements in place at 
courts and tribunals is available. 

Covid-19 and the private security industry: Frequently Asked Questions have been 
updated. 

Guidance for people who work in or from vehicles: Guidance has been updated with 
information on tests and vaccinations. 

 

  

  

 
 

New video content to help keep your business moving 
Doing business with Europe has changed. You need to follow new rules on exports, 
imports, tariffs, data and hiring.   

All businesses can find out what has changed, and check their preparations, by 
visiting new video content from the Department for Business, Energy and Industrial 
Strategy. The short, on-demand videos cover 18 topics, including importing and 
exporting, rules of origin and audit and accounting. Register now to immediately access the 
video content. New rules are here – make sure your business is prepared.  

 

  

  

Travel 
New quarantine enforcement measures come into force on Monday 15 February. 

 From 15 February, if you arrive in England and have travelled in a country on 
the banned travel list (sometimes called the ‘red list’)in the last 10 days, you will need 
to quarantine (self-isolate) in a government quarantine hotel for 10 days. You will need 
to book your hotel before you travel and 2 COVID-19 tests. 

https://link.edgepilot.com/s/abe35951/FrfwJZ1Uh06O7hyH3_qOVg?u=https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAyMTIuMzUxMjU1MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ3VpZGFuY2Uvc3RlcHMtdG8tdGFrZS1iZWZvcmUtY2FsY3VsYXRpbmcteW91ci1jbGFpbS11c2luZy10aGUtY29yb25hdmlydXMtam9iLXJldGVudGlvbi1zY2hlbWUifQ.ORR4UyCqomFgfxC1f7-TJietD0iM7WbQKJBJGHhBdEI/s/1117154733/br/97513340488-l
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/2d9acbc1/NI0x34vBH0GKcQ7p7KSd9A?u=https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAyMTIuMzUxMjU1MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ3VpZGFuY2UvZGVmZXIteW91ci1zZWxmLWFzc2Vzc21lbnQtcGF5bWVudC1vbi1hY2NvdW50LWR1ZS10by1jb3JvbmF2aXJ1cy1jb3ZpZC0xOT91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj1nb3Z1ay1ub3RpZmljYXRpb25zJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9NWI0ZTUxNzQtNTNhNC00NTEyLWI1MWQtZDk0M2M2OTZlZWRlJnV0bV9jb250ZW50PWRhaWx5In0.XhCqclbsAT6WdSHbkia2qPBDayP1NzkifQWmA7dQ6AM/s/1117154733/br/97513340488-l
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/7b548e61/FAGc4egEYU2DACP7P5YhHQ?u=https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAyMTIuMzUxMjU1MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ292ZXJubWVudC9uZXdzL2htY3RzLW9ubGluZS1ldmVudC0yMS1qYW51YXJ5LTIwMjEtY291cnQtc2FmZXR5LWZvci1sZWdhbC1wcm9mZXNzaW9uYWxzIn0.qurEJyWGOCDh7kD6yNXlSs0lJOndMZNTM_hN8s58D-c/s/1117154733/br/97513340488-l
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/4698d238/Owj24jEIP0GA5pF2LJRbWg?u=https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAyMTIuMzUxMjU1MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ292ZXJubWVudC9wdWJsaWNhdGlvbnMvY292aWQtMTktYW5kLXRoZS1wcml2YXRlLXNlY3VyaXR5LWluZHVzdHJ5LWZhcXMifQ.YStmbdt6FP3P9IfJg9B_0mABoLxFPLUr7Jxm7-NfOv4/s/1117154733/br/97513340488-l
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/7d7af9e8/U8aaHfWqN0uCSRbajDtfKQ?u=https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAyMTIuMzUxMjU1MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ3VpZGFuY2Uvd29ya2luZy1zYWZlbHktZHVyaW5nLWNvcm9uYXZpcnVzLWNvdmlkLTE5L3ZlaGljbGVzI3ZlaGljbGVzLTktMSJ9.XPOuhIRsFuw9LgV9AasFNu65OmPGq5CmQQFM3fT7AUA/s/1117154733/br/97513340488-l
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/3223c21b/Kfqv_lG9WkSPmDMn3rNMGA?u=https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..ViwvhqM6syGGJQZYQOr20ysEAu72amQ-oTprkLX1UwU/s/1117154733/br/97513340488-l
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/eb713901/rJobKnFWOkydmJs1nso-og?u=https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAyMTIuMzUxMjU1MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ3VpZGFuY2UvdHJhbnNwb3J0LW1lYXN1cmVzLXRvLXByb3RlY3QtdGhlLXVrLWZyb20tdmFyaWFudC1zdHJhaW5zLW9mLWNvdmlkLTE5In0.qmLzYcmbFg_FoTxTDwXPD_VyRQY4ffZzc3Lnk_KvHRY/s/1117154733/br/97513340488-l
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 If you’re coming from a country that is not on the banned travel list, you will need 
to quarantine at home for 10 days. You will need to book 2 COVID-19 tests before you 
arrive to take during your quarantine. 

 Find out more about how to self-isolate when you travel to England here. You do not 
need to quarantine in England if you’re travelling from Ireland, the Channel Islands or 
the Isle of Man and have not been in any other countries in the last 10 days. 

 All arrivals to Scotland from outside the Common Travel Area must book and pay for 
managed isolation in quarantine hotels from 15 February onwards. Find out 
more here. 

Haulier advice site locations: Page has been updated with information that Hauliers need a 
negative COVID-19 test result before travelling to: 

 Denmark 
 France 
 Germany 
 Netherlands 

For more information click here. 
 

  

  

Other useful links 
Some aspects of business support are devolved. Specific information for businesses and 
employers in Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales is available. In England, Growth 
Hubs can advise on local and UK Government business support. You can also find helpful 
business case studies and other useful information on the Coronavirus Business Support 
Blog. 
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