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£4.6 Billion in new lockdown Grants to support Businesses 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer announced today, Tuesday 5 January 2021, that business in 
the retail, hospitality, and leisure sectors are to receive a one-off grant worth up to £9,000. 
This follows the Prime Minister’s announcement last night (see below) that these businesses 
will be closed until at least February half-term, in order to help control the virus, and, together 
with the wide range of existing support, provides them with certainty through the Spring 
period. 

Detail: 
 One-off top up grants for retail, hospitality, and leisure businesses worth up to £9,000 

per property, to help businesses through to the Spring; 
 £594 million discretionary fund also made available, to support other impacted 

businesses; 
 This comes in addition to the £1.1 billion further discretionary grant funding for Local 

Authorities, Local Restriction Support Grants worth up to £3,000 a month and 
extension of furlough scheme. 

The cash is provided on a per-property basis to support businesses through the latest 
restrictions, and is expected to benefit over 600,000 business properties, worth £4 billion in 
total across all nations of the UK. 

For further information on the Chancellor’s announcement, click here. 
 

  

  

National lockdown: Stay at Home 
All non-essential retail, hospitality and personal care services must close, or remain closed. 
Restaurants can continue delivery, takeaway or click-and-collect of food and non-alcoholic 
drinks, but venues will no longer be able to serve takeaway or click-and-collect alcohol. 

Essential shops and garden centres can remain open. Entertainment venues and animal 
attractions such as zoos must close, but the outdoor areas of venues such as heritage homes 
and botanical gardens can remain open, to be used for exercise. Playgrounds may also 
remain open. 

Indoor and outdoor sports facilities including sports courts, gyms, golf courses, swimming 
pools, and riding arenas must also close. Elite sport and disabled sport can continue, as can 
PE lessons for those children attending school. 

https://link.edgepilot.com/s/8ad1e513/_jIHFld5g0ijVQZneDaWzQ?u=https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMDUuMzI4MTk2ODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vZ292LnVrL2J1c2luZXNzLXN1cHBvcnQifQ._J7nzV3Zt-SLQUPGyssJLpN1VdZttrt8u7QanL7yOtk/s/1117154733/br/92660738454-l
https://outlook.office.com/mail/inbox/id/AAQkAGU3N2U5ZTg4LTVhZjktNDYxMi05OGNiLTA3ZGUzNTI2Yzc4NQAQAD87VBuWMjhClC%2BOThnygks%3D#link_1
https://outlook.office.com/mail/inbox/id/AAQkAGU3N2U5ZTg4LTVhZjktNDYxMi05OGNiLTA3ZGUzNTI2Yzc4NQAQAD87VBuWMjhClC%2BOThnygks%3D#link_2
https://outlook.office.com/mail/inbox/id/AAQkAGU3N2U5ZTg4LTVhZjktNDYxMi05OGNiLTA3ZGUzNTI2Yzc4NQAQAD87VBuWMjhClC%2BOThnygks%3D#link_5
https://outlook.office.com/mail/inbox/id/AAQkAGU3N2U5ZTg4LTVhZjktNDYxMi05OGNiLTA3ZGUzNTI2Yzc4NQAQAD87VBuWMjhClC%2BOThnygks%3D#link_4
https://outlook.office.com/mail/inbox/id/AAQkAGU3N2U5ZTg4LTVhZjktNDYxMi05OGNiLTA3ZGUzNTI2Yzc4NQAQAD87VBuWMjhClC%2BOThnygks%3D#link_3
https://outlook.office.com/mail/inbox/id/AAQkAGU3N2U5ZTg4LTVhZjktNDYxMi05OGNiLTA3ZGUzNTI2Yzc4NQAQAD87VBuWMjhClC%2BOThnygks%3D#link_6
https://outlook.office.com/mail/inbox/id/AAQkAGU3N2U5ZTg4LTVhZjktNDYxMi05OGNiLTA3ZGUzNTI2Yzc4NQAQAD87VBuWMjhClC%2BOThnygks%3D#link_7
https://outlook.office.com/mail/inbox/id/AAQkAGU3N2U5ZTg4LTVhZjktNDYxMi05OGNiLTA3ZGUzNTI2Yzc4NQAQAD87VBuWMjhClC%2BOThnygks%3D#link_8
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/487bc4de/ufS4EA2aRkq9yYdaNJuprA?u=https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMDUuMzI4MTk2ODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ292ZXJubWVudC9uZXdzLzQ2LWJpbGxpb24taW4tbmV3LWxvY2tkb3duLWdyYW50cy10by1zdXBwb3J0LWJ1c2luZXNzZXMtYW5kLXByb3RlY3Qtam9icyJ9.yC3DAYP216WiTO3i1x3QBIZ5-cpqufIQe2QMrkbYiSM/s/1117154733/br/92660738454-l


For more information on the national lockdown measures click here. 

To view the Prime Minister’s announcement, click here. 
 

  

  

Government opens further COVID-19 testing locations for hauliers 
heading to France 
Government has taken further steps to help hauliers get tested before they travel to Kent or 
any port heading to France, to reduce disruption for drivers as they carry goods across the 
Channel. The Transport Secretary announced on Saturday, 2 January 2021: 

 10 new testing centres for HGV drivers to open across the country, with more opening 
over the course of the week, with the Army deployed to offer support; 

 Additional support for haulage firms to establish their own testing centres at depots, 
with kits provided free of charge; 

 HGVs using Dover and Eurotunnel will get fast-tracked past queues, if they get tested 
before arriving in Kent; 

 Hauliers are urged to ensure they have the correct documentation in order, 
including Kent Access Permits, before arriving in Kent, to ensure they can cross the 
channel. 

To view the statement, click here. 
 

  

  

Business Support 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) support is available to employers and the self-employed, including 
sole traders and limited company directors. You may be eligible for loans, tax relief and cash 
grants, whether your business is open or closed. 

Use the Covid checker tool to find out what coronavirus financial support is available for your 
business here. 

A list of financial support measures for businesses during coronavirus is available here. 
 

  

  

New Guidance 
Guidance for employers and workers on work absences due to coronavirus (COVID-
19): This guidance is for employers and their employees or workers who may not be able to 
go into work because: 

 they’re self-isolating 
 they’re clinically extremely vulnerable 

and sets out the relevant legal framework around absence and the return to work. 

For more information, click here. 
 

  

  

https://link.edgepilot.com/s/8341c73b/M5TotBmnEk6o7UYfOSkBOQ?u=https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMDUuMzI4MTk2ODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ3VpZGFuY2UvbmF0aW9uYWwtbG9ja2Rvd24tc3RheS1hdC1ob21lIn0.WpxuA2P3Ekxd_-MqT_byImkBgJAYR2o2qJcUQ4bdgNo/s/1117154733/br/92660738454-l
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/7b08718d/vJX1YcmDEEeCbreZdNnEug?u=https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMDUuMzI4MTk2ODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ292ZXJubWVudC9uZXdzL3ByaW1lLW1pbmlzdGVyLWFubm91bmNlcy1uYXRpb25hbC1sb2NrZG93biJ9.nss7TAYPAh95URud-lSUuFgPN75Q2SHjPyuJb5P6qYA/s/1117154733/br/92660738454-l
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/babbc795/YM_W9DiTmEua5Twv4dyVQg?u=https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMDUuMzI4MTk2ODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvY2hlY2staGd2LWJvcmRlciJ9.5EWF1UapqgHydCcTTQd7UNKcywougIQoub-vPG0i90Q/s/1117154733/br/92660738454-l
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/43badb86/mkVOwRR9MEGC5y0Y7iAvuQ?u=https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMDUuMzI4MTk2ODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ292ZXJubWVudC9uZXdzL2dvdmVybm1lbnQtb3BlbnMtZnVydGhlci1jb3ZpZC0xOS10ZXN0aW5nLWxvY2F0aW9ucy1mb3ItaGF1bGllcnMtaGVhZGluZy10by1mcmFuY2U_dXRtX3NvdXJjZT01YTI4ZDYwNy1kZGExLTRhYTgtYjMzYy0zMDhiZjJiNjk1YmEmdXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249Z292dWstbm90aWZpY2F0aW9ucyZ1dG1fY29udGVudD1kYWlseSJ9.L8jNOLGIltIgmh8jdCsF2-L2pe0rkgyjuwq2dSQCfWU/s/1117154733/br/92660738454-l
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/068d16ef/n95qQK0Axk6_Jc0wBvYpAg?u=https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMDUuMzI4MTk2ODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvYnVzaW5lc3MtY29yb25hdmlydXMtc3VwcG9ydC1maW5kZXI_cHJpb3JpdHktdGF4b249MDk5NDRiODQtMDJiYS00NzQyLWE2OTYtOWU1NjJmYzliMjlkIn0.azAYcbsUPM42lvBTeYFSf1MJ_0Ib4JvAeT-PgQpXPuE/s/1117154733/br/92660738454-l
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/1fdec1cd/SMmL2yiTzEeK6Jqc-8-ClA?u=https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMDUuMzI4MTk2ODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ292ZXJubWVudC9jb2xsZWN0aW9ucy9maW5hbmNpYWwtc3VwcG9ydC1mb3ItYnVzaW5lc3Nlcy1kdXJpbmctY29yb25hdmlydXMtY292aWQtMTkifQ.PvhW5ryWB4_dQyI_uIPeyD2TgDvq-qATT7v3cJI6ZpI/s/1117154733/br/92660738454-l
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/3be47d1c/i9txvzQZ6kyn8ZXy7V4ulA?u=https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMDUuMzI4MTk2ODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ3VpZGFuY2UvaWYteW91LW5lZWQtdG8tc2VsZi1pc29sYXRlLW9yLWNhbm5vdC1hdHRlbmQtd29yay1kdWUtdG8tY29yb25hdmlydXM_dXRtX3NvdXJjZT04NGIxZTljMi1jNmRlLTRlOTEtYjU0MC1hNWMzY2YwNGEyMjQmdXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249Z292dWstbm90aWZpY2F0aW9ucyZ1dG1fY29udGVudD1kYWlseSJ9.q0f1sDXZhtKvnrYKZt-YHYaPSRFU9rAnTwiPpDuc8Jw/s/1117154733/br/92660738454-l


 
 

Business Support Helpline 
There are new rules for businesses doing business with the EU from 1 January, and you need 
to take action now.  To help you, a helpline has been set up. For English businesses, 
the Business Support Helpline can help you identify the actions you need to take. Similar 
helplines are available for Scotland, Northern Ireland and Wales.  

For more information for: 

businesses in England, call 0800 998 1098 

businesses in Scotland, call 0300 303 0660 

businesses in Wales, call 0300 060 3000  

 businesses in Northern Ireland, call 0800 181 4422 

 For more information, including opening hours, click here.  
 

  

  

Updated guidance 
Reporting outbreaks of Coronavirus 

Guidance is available for businesses and organisations on how to recognise, contain and 
report incidents of coronavirus. This information is contained within ‘action cards’ that have 
been designed for specific situations where an outbreak could occur. This could be a 
restaurant or office, or a construction site. The action cards are available by sector. For more 
information click here. 

Testing for HGV drivers using the Port of Dover or Eurotunnel before leaving for France. 

https://link.edgepilot.com/s/e14b18e1/Je3Fge7LWEiBjRsLkJ20ug?u=https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMDUuMzI4MTk2ODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvYnVzaW5lc3Mtc3VwcG9ydC1oZWxwbGluZSJ9.MWJLvHtgIs1U6Z_EPOBUpYg2FjhrWN1rbj20-tI8Dnw/s/1117154733/br/92660738454-l
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/473b2476/03SQlk6eQkKEMbSyt7zRhA?u=https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMDUuMzI4MTk2ODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ292ZXJubWVudC9wdWJsaWNhdGlvbnMvcmVwb3J0aW5nLW91dGJyZWFrcy1vZi1jb3JvbmF2aXJ1cy1jb3ZpZC0xOS9jb3ZpZC0xOS1lYXJseS1vdXRicmVhay1tYW5hZ2VtZW50In0.41Sv6_Wq0pAPdToSajOfbz91Z29MWrCsMhKbB9rGrbk/s/1117154733/br/92660738454-l
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/8283a824/WytAYaph6EmrYo2LnnZmuw?u=https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMDUuMzI4MTk2ODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvdHJhbnNpdGlvbiJ9.mE7kwOtNeH37Av4MlFY-FsfBqpKFfHrVZr8nawj7l4E/s/1117154733/br/92660738454-l


 Guidance has been updated to reflect that HGV drivers leaving England for France 
can only cross the Channel with evidence of an authorised negative COVID 
test conducted within a 72-hour period before their departure. For more information, 
click here. 

 Testing at haulier advice sites: Free COVID tests for HGV drivers are now available 
at some haulier advice sites and will be available at more advice sites soon. Haulier 
advice sites are at motorway service stations and truck stops. Most haulier advice 
sites are open between 6am and 10pm, 7 days a week. To check if your nearest 
haulier advice site is offering free Covid-19 tests for drivers of HGVs, light goods 
vehicles, and vans, click here. here 

For more information on testing for HGV drivers click here. 

International road haulage: HGV and trailer documents 

Check which documents you need to carry if you're the driver or a passenger in a lorry or 
other heavy goods vehicle (HGV) that crosses international borders. Guidance has been 
updated to include new sections on the haulage licence and permit documents that you need 
to carry when visiting the EU including: a section on vehicle and trailer insurance to confirm 
the rules for carrying ‘green cards’; and a section on GB stickers to conform with the new rules 
on when they must be displayed. For separate guidance about the HGV driver documents you 
need for international road haulage, click here. 

 

  

  

Other useful links 
Some aspects of business support are devolved. Specific information for businesses and 
employers in Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales is available. In England, Growth 
Hubs can advise on local and UK Government business support. You can also find helpful 
business case studies and other useful information on the Coronavirus Business Support 
Blog. 

  

  

 

https://link.edgepilot.com/s/933a79ba/wnJtMrkZMU_6VrP0QugTWA?u=https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMDUuMzI4MTk2ODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3VrLmFtYmFmcmFuY2Uub3JnL0xpc3Qtb2YtYW50aWdlbi10ZXN0cy1hdXRob3JpemVkLWZvci1lbnRyeS10by1GcmFuY2UtZnJvbS1VSy0yOTQzNCJ9.--NP-MyGU9W3uW_B5p9j30O0-N4vvkSv0q3joY7s2Ok/s/1117154733/br/92660738454-l
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/933a79ba/wnJtMrkZMU_6VrP0QugTWA?u=https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMDUuMzI4MTk2ODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3VrLmFtYmFmcmFuY2Uub3JnL0xpc3Qtb2YtYW50aWdlbi10ZXN0cy1hdXRob3JpemVkLWZvci1lbnRyeS10by1GcmFuY2UtZnJvbS1VSy0yOTQzNCJ9.--NP-MyGU9W3uW_B5p9j30O0-N4vvkSv0q3joY7s2Ok/s/1117154733/br/92660738454-l
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/7e2cdcc3/F3Gl60Yd8E6cRhMV0-55Lw?u=https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMDUuMzI4MTk2ODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ292ZXJubWVudC9uZXdzL2NvdmlkLTE5LXRlc3RpbmctZm9yLWhndi1kcml2ZXJzLXVzaW5nLXRoZS1wb3J0LW9mLWRvdmVyLW9yLWV1cm90dW5uZWwifQ.YseIFqMRHrL6iwG2xMpPJ3DRWA-ovBpBK2SVcn2NhH8/s/1117154733/br/92660738454-l
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/c1cb181a/1OpWZKbZzUqldO4KGBX07A?u=https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMDUuMzI4MTk2ODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ3VpZGFuY2UvaGF1bGllci1hZHZpY2Utc2l0ZS1sb2NhdGlvbnMifQ.tNAmcmkli_G5r-KwK7ZjoS5QjWQac7ZLYBqFjBAk7uc/s/1117154733/br/92660738454-l
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/17fc7519/isrmz0OHEUGQpq8CfiGX7w?u=https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMDUuMzI4MTk2ODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ292ZXJubWVudC9uZXdzL2NvdmlkLTE5LXRlc3RpbmctZm9yLWhndi1kcml2ZXJzLXVzaW5nLXRoZS1wb3J0LW9mLWRvdmVyLW9yLWV1cm90dW5uZWw_dXRtX3NvdXJjZT03NjYzMzY4Yy0xMGNiLTRiOGYtYmQxMy1mZWNhOWQ1OGM1YTcmdXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249Z292dWstbm90aWZpY2F0aW9ucyZ1dG1fY29udGVudD1kYWlseSJ9.fiZuue0gtCERpjXWBci8UEP9ooqWvcU7GsfFNzSAOzQ/s/1117154733/br/92660738454-l
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/d38651d2/5fyxm4IHP0SbjFVIj_8iTQ?u=https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMDUuMzI4MTk2ODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ3VpZGFuY2UvZHJpdmVyLWRvY3VtZW50cy1yZXF1aXJlZC1mb3ItaW50ZXJuYXRpb25hbC1yb2FkLWhhdWxhZ2UifQ.uAA6xnprziILIXFqzEQQy6C4dUDcRSuAcN54Ew04rNk/s/1117154733/br/92660738454-l
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