Coronavirus (COVID-19) Businesses and Employers Bulletin – 9 October 2020
This bulletin is issued by the Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy and provides the latest
information for employers and businesses on coronavirus (COVID-19). All coronavirus business support
information can be found at gov.uk/business-support
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Job Support Scheme expanded to firms required to close due to
covid restrictions
The Job Support Scheme (JSS) will be expanded to support businesses across the UK
required to close their premises due to coronavirus restrictions.
 This scheme will cover businesses that, as a result of restrictions set by one or more
of the four governments in the UK, are legally required to close their premises. This
includes businesses that are required to provide only delivery and collection services
from their premises, or food and drink outdoors from their premises.
 The government will support eligible businesses by paying two thirds of each
employees’ salary (or 67%), up to a maximum of £2,100 a month.
 Under the scheme, employers will not be required to contribute towards wages and
only asked to cover NICS and pension contributions. Businesses will only be eligible
to claim the grant while they are subject to restrictions and employees must be off
work for a minimum of seven consecutive days.
 The scheme will begin on 1 November and will be available for six months, with a
review point in January.
 In line with the rest of the JSS, payments to businesses will be made in arrears, via a
HMRC claims service that will be available from early December. Employees of firms
that have been legally closed in the period before 1 November are eligible for the
CJRS.
 The scheme is UK wide and the UK Government will work with the devolved
administrations to ensure the scheme operates effectively across all four nations.
 Further guidance on the scheme will be set out by HMRC in due course.
In addition to expansion of the JSS, the government is increasing the cash grants to
businesses in England shut in local lockdowns to support with fixed costs. These grants will
be linked to rateable values, with up to £3,000 per month payable every two weeks, compared
to the up to £1,500 every three weeks which was available previously.
The devolved administrations in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland will benefit from a £1.3
billion increase to their guaranteed funding for 2020-21 - allowing them to continue their
response to Covid-19 including through similar measures if they wish.

Taskforce for safe return to global travel launched
A new Global Travel Taskforce to support the travel industry and the safe recovery of
international travel has been launched. The taskforce will consider further how government
can support the sector to meet these challenges posed by COVID-19 to international
travel. Work will begin with industry on how to safely reduce self-isolation period with testing.
The taskforce will also consider a wide range of other measures to support the travel sector
including developing a global framework to make travelling easier.

New and Updated Guidance
UPDATED Guidance
Job Retention Bonus: Further information has been published on how businesses can claim
the government’s Job Retention Bonus. Check your eligibility and find out how to apply.
Advice for food businesses: Guidance for all workplaces involved in the manufacturing,
processing, warehousing, picking, packaging, retailing and service of food has been updated.
Please see the latest version here.
Restaurants, pubs, bars and takeaway services: Working safely guidance has been
updated on the operation of soft play and indoor play areas and taking payment in licensed
venues.
Self-Employment Income Support Scheme grant extension: The grant is being extended
from 1 November 2020. Find out here if you are eligible and how much you can
get. Guidance is available on how HMRC will work out your trading profits and non-trading
income if you're self-employed or a member of a partnership and have been adversely
affected by coronavirus. A video on how to claim the second grant step-by-step is
also available.
Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme: 30 November 2020 is the last day you can submit
claims for periods ending on or before 31 October 2020. After this date you will not be able to
submit any further claims or add to existing claims. More here.
Cyber safety guide to help small businesses work securely online: The National Cyber
Security Centre’s re-launched Small Business Guide sets out five key areas for businesses to
help improve their cyber security. The new-look guidance arrives at a time when many
organisations have moved their operations online due to the coronavirus pandemic. It
highlights accessible and actionable steps to take which have little to no cost. There is
also guidance that helps small to medium sized organisations prepare their response to and
plan their recovery from a cyber incident.

Join a webinar
How has Government support helped your BAME business during the
pandemic? Join this webinar with Nadhim Zahawi on Wednesday 14 October from 17:0018:00 to discuss government support for BAME businesses during the pandemic. The webinar
will include accounts from BAME businesses on how the government has supported them
during the pandemic, and information about current business support for your business
and the UK transition.
UK Transition Business Webinars: Prepare your business for new rules from January
2021: The UK has left the EU and is leaving the EU single market and customs union. The
end of the transition period means businesses should take action now to prepare for
guaranteed changes and new rules from January 2021. Join a free webinar to understand
the actions that your business needs to take before the end of the year. Sign-up to
attend here.

Travel corridors in England

From 4am Saturday 10 October, people arriving in England from the Greek
Islands of Lesvos, Santorini, Serifos, Tinos and Zakynthos will not need to self-isolate for 2
weeks.
The travel corridor list of countries and territories from where you can travel to England and
may not have to self-isolate is available here. Countries and territories can be taken off or
added to this travel corridor list at any time.

