
Coronavirus (COVID-19) Businesses and Employers Bulletin – 17 July 2020 
This bulletin is issued by the Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy and provides the latest 
information for employers and businesses on coronavirus (COVID-19). All coronavirus business support 
information can be found at gov.uk/business-support 

 
 The next chapter in our plan to rebuild: The UK Government’s COVID-19 recovery strategy 
 Lifting restrictions from businesses in England 
 Containing and managing local coronavirus outbreaks 
 Leicester lockdown: businesses and venues 
 New Updates and Guidance 
 Requests for Business Intelligence and Assistance 

 

  

  

The next chapter in our plan to rebuild: The UK Government’s 
COVID-19 recovery strategy 
The Prime Minister has set out the plans for moving to the next phase of the UK 
Government’s response to the virus. The strategy sets out a cautious roadmap to easing 
existing measures in a safe and measured way, subject to successfully controlling the virus 
and being able to monitor and react to its spread. The roadmap will be kept constantly under 
review as the epidemic, and the world’s understanding of it, develops. 

 

  

  

Lifting restrictions from businesses in England 
In England, from 1 August, if prevalence remains around or below current levels, and COVID-
19 Secure guidelines are followed, the government will: 

 Give employers more discretion on how they ensure employees can work 
safely. Working from home is one way to do this, but workplaces can also be made 
safe by following COVID-19 Secure guidelines. 

 Reopen most remaining leisure settings, namely bowling, skating rinks and 
casinos, accompanied by COVID-19 Secure guidelines. This will not include 
particularly high-risk activities and settings such as nightclubs, which will be kept 
under review. 

 Enable the restart of indoor performances to a live audience, subject to the 
success of pilots that are taking place as soon as possible. More information is 
available here. 

 Enable all close contact services to resume, including any treatments on the face 

such as eyebrow threading or make-up application. 
 Carry out pilots in venues with a range of sizes of crowds including sports 

stadia and business events. If plans progress in line with expectations, pilots will 
expand to build up to and prepare for a full, socially distanced return in the autumn. 

 Enable wedding receptions; sit-down meals for no more than 30 people, subject 
to COVID-19 Secure guidelines. Over time, we will assess whether gatherings of this 
type for other purposes can be made possible and when larger wedding receptions 
can take place. 

 In September, schools, nurseries and colleges will open for all children and 
young people on a full-time basis. 

All businesses and venues which are listed to reopen on 25 July or 1 August must remain 
closed until those dates. 

People are advised that they may now use public transport but are encouraged to 

consider alternative means of transport where possible. 

https://link.edgepilot.com/s/780bc055/JVH3-c4aM0m6wvqw56MUrw?u=https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MTcuMjQ1MzgyNDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vZ292LnVrL2J1c2luZXNzLXN1cHBvcnQifQ.UwPp3GuQUV7JwyKyTbG3AR9G77S9cVsu8MMywyosPtc/s/1117154733/br/81186880830-l
https://outlook.office.com/mail/inbox/id/AAQkAGU3N2U5ZTg4LTVhZjktNDYxMi05OGNiLTA3ZGUzNTI2Yzc4NQAQAOWwl%2F4RVl5EurFP66Q608E%3D#link_6
https://outlook.office.com/mail/inbox/id/AAQkAGU3N2U5ZTg4LTVhZjktNDYxMi05OGNiLTA3ZGUzNTI2Yzc4NQAQAOWwl%2F4RVl5EurFP66Q608E%3D#link_2
https://outlook.office.com/mail/inbox/id/AAQkAGU3N2U5ZTg4LTVhZjktNDYxMi05OGNiLTA3ZGUzNTI2Yzc4NQAQAOWwl%2F4RVl5EurFP66Q608E%3D#link_5
https://outlook.office.com/mail/inbox/id/AAQkAGU3N2U5ZTg4LTVhZjktNDYxMi05OGNiLTA3ZGUzNTI2Yzc4NQAQAOWwl%2F4RVl5EurFP66Q608E%3D#link_4
https://outlook.office.com/mail/inbox/id/AAQkAGU3N2U5ZTg4LTVhZjktNDYxMi05OGNiLTA3ZGUzNTI2Yzc4NQAQAOWwl%2F4RVl5EurFP66Q608E%3D#link_3
https://outlook.office.com/mail/inbox/id/AAQkAGU3N2U5ZTg4LTVhZjktNDYxMi05OGNiLTA3ZGUzNTI2Yzc4NQAQAOWwl%2F4RVl5EurFP66Q608E%3D#link_1
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/419cc4c9/I7tfC9XueEWvMswzkSyYPw?u=https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MTcuMjQ1MzgyNDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ292ZXJubWVudC9zcGVlY2hlcy9wbS1zdGF0ZW1lbnQtb24tY29yb25hdmlydXMtMTctanVseS0yMDIwIn0.rgonqGN-CisTJl6ZH6H_MMJVFGqnsSaZWoPK5hoqgio/s/1117154733/br/81186880830-l
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/45b3f8d2/4suM-WDXLUiFcHuR9PyaUg?u=https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MTcuMjQ1MzgyNDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ292ZXJubWVudC9wdWJsaWNhdGlvbnMvb3VyLXBsYW4tdG8tcmVidWlsZC10aGUtdWstZ292ZXJubWVudHMtY292aWQtMTktcmVjb3Zlcnktc3RyYXRlZ3kvdGhlLW5leHQtY2hhcHRlci1pbi1vdXItcGxhbi10by1yZWJ1aWxkLXRoZS11ay1nb3Zlcm5tZW50cy1jb3ZpZC0xOS1yZWNvdmVyeS1zdHJhdGVneS0tMiJ9.Qj8IXz7LM6N_Naje4csJ3SbYLEJLsjDjjW0i7UigyOM/s/1117154733/br/81186880830-l
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/b9c8701e/cOF-K15rJEmipxtgPsIB0Q?u=https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MTcuMjQ1MzgyNDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ3VpZGFuY2Uvd29ya2luZy1zYWZlbHktZHVyaW5nLWNvcm9uYXZpcnVzLWNvdmlkLTE5In0.PryAVZI7pNRcLum_GYhlSQ7GayEJuPHd1AH68n7A2gw/s/1117154733/br/81186880830-l
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/c8318de8/-_Tt9ySGBEuF37DB_1cSGA?u=https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MTcuMjQ1MzgyNDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ292ZXJubWVudC9uZXdzL2F1ZGllbmNlcy1iYWNrLWluLXRoZWF0cmVzLWZyb20tMS1hdWd1c3QifQ.F0d6S4VWflH2k2srPgER9bNlR4KblvZxi92JKumVTYw/s/1117154733/br/81186880830-l
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/b6971b36/b4xhnb7-Lkie4t1EdTNp0A?u=https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MTcuMjQ1MzgyNDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ292ZXJubWVudC9wdWJsaWNhdGlvbnMvZnVydGhlci1idXNpbmVzc2VzLWFuZC1wcmVtaXNlcy10by1jbG9zZS9mdXJ0aGVyLWJ1c2luZXNzZXMtYW5kLXByZW1pc2VzLXRvLWNsb3NlLWd1aWRhbmNlIn0.1V_1BfNZv8rH_LJrGwQlmeF3X6bhAnCdLxx375hWBoA/s/1117154733/br/81186880830-l


More information is available here. 
 

  

  

Containing and managing local coronavirus outbreaks 
As of 18 July, local authorities will have new powers to close specific premises, close public 
outdoor spaces, and cancel events. These powers will enable local authorities to act more 
quickly in response to local outbreaks, where speed is paramount to prevent them from 
spreading more widely. Local lockdown will remain a last resort when other actions have been 
insufficient. More information is available here. 

 

  

  

Leicester lockdown: businesses and venues 
Following a review, all additional lockdown restrictions will end in areas outside of Leicester 
City, Oadby and Wigston on 18 July. Some additional restrictions will continue in Leicester 
City, Oadby and Wigston but some restrictions will be relaxed on 24 July. The next review will 
take place by 1 August. 

 Non-essential shops that reopened in June will be closed until 18 July apart from in 
Leicester City, Oadby and Wigston, where they will reopen on 24 July 

 Bars, restaurants and hairdressers outside of Leicester City, Oadby and Wigston 
will remain closed until 18 July. In Leicester City, Oadby and Wigston they will remain 
closed until at least the next review 

 Schools and educational settings will reopen on 20 July but in Leicester City, 

Oadby and Wigston will remain closed until 24 July, except to vulnerable children and 
children of key workers 

More information can be found here. 
 

  

  

New Updates and Guidance 
New 

UK Internal Market Consultation 

The UK government are consulting on new measures to protect internal trade within the UK 
when powers return from the EU in January 2021. Measures will protect the UK’s economy by 
preventing new burdens on cross-UK business and provide certainty to support coronavirus 
recovery. The proposals aim to ensure that devolution can continue to work for everyone; that 
all devolved policy areas stay devolved, while maintaining certainty for business by ensuring 
that rules and standards across the UK are mutually recognised, so that trade is as easy for 
business as possible. A 4-week consultation opened on 16 July, sourcing views from 

businesses across all 4 nations of the UK. The Department for Business, Energy and 
Industrial Strategy are consulting on the options set out in the white paper. Please respond by 
close of play on 13 August. Find the paper here. 

Face coverings at work 

Guidance on face covering, their role in reducing the transmission of coronavirus, the settings 
in which they are recommended, and how they should be safely used and stored is 
available here. It is not compulsory for shop or supermarket staff to wear face coverings in 
England, although employers should consider recommending their use where appropriate and 
where other mitigations are not in place. There is no universal face coverings guidance for 

https://link.edgepilot.com/s/f0417305/zWeh1NLi2UqDeTgjn6tS1w?u=https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MTcuMjQ1MzgyNDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ292ZXJubWVudC9wdWJsaWNhdGlvbnMvb3VyLXBsYW4tdG8tcmVidWlsZC10aGUtdWstZ292ZXJubWVudHMtY292aWQtMTktcmVjb3Zlcnktc3RyYXRlZ3kvdGhlLW5leHQtY2hhcHRlci1pbi1vdXItcGxhbi10by1yZWJ1aWxkLXRoZS11ay1nb3Zlcm5tZW50cy1jb3ZpZC0xOS1yZWNvdmVyeS1zdHJhdGVneS0tMiNsaWZ0aW5nLXJlc3RyaWN0aW9ucy1zdGVwLWJ5LXN0ZXAifQ.Po_x12E6695eaCoIX-QjlpqIetW20ZuzaEfagbCffZY/s/1117154733/br/81186880830-l
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/c173e7d4/if2GdqE8_E6NQCOjgenu4w?u=https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MTcuMjQ1MzgyNDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ292ZXJubWVudC9wdWJsaWNhdGlvbnMvb3VyLXBsYW4tdG8tcmVidWlsZC10aGUtdWstZ292ZXJubWVudHMtY292aWQtMTktcmVjb3Zlcnktc3RyYXRlZ3kvdGhlLW5leHQtY2hhcHRlci1pbi1vdXItcGxhbi10by1yZWJ1aWxkLXRoZS11ay1nb3Zlcm5tZW50cy1jb3ZpZC0xOS1yZWNvdmVyeS1zdHJhdGVneS0tMiNzdXBwcmVzc2luZy10aGUtdmlydXMifQ.0rJJXRQgRZfHjScxfoUCw_M1UTLnYeEkLktg3NS4KOo/s/1117154733/br/81186880830-l
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/ac143aab/GoQdqtp-AEu9hAY1OYGQvA?u=https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MTcuMjQ1MzgyNDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ3VpZGFuY2UvbGVpY2VzdGVyLWxvY2tkb3duLXdoYXQteW91LWNhbi1hbmQtY2Fubm90LWRvIn0.vYMufZDctcdJWXfj4w-qtMFeGQI1VyFlWEUI9qjxLEM/s/1117154733/br/81186880830-l
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/70cc3ac8/qxujhNOw3Ui1hSld54QCZw?u=https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..QLpVuNxQhtsjq1E3KIWb1wvrQIjNCh1qGvocNHem98s/s/1117154733/br/81186880830-l
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/5495b1c8/4dpoyQGuoEaftyZavJ3sRA?u=https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..7m7QlqTLHCg9__fnDXYFdkshPYuwY0rnv3H3OjCWXec/s/1117154733/br/81186880830-l
https://link.edgepilot.com/s/2db29cfd/CExqpDuvSUyqzuHFoV2d8w?u=https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA3MTcuMjQ1MzgyNDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ292ZXJubWVudC9wdWJsaWNhdGlvbnMvZmFjZS1jb3ZlcmluZ3Mtd2hlbi10by13ZWFyLW9uZS1hbmQtaG93LXRvLW1ha2UteW91ci1vd24vZmFjZS1jb3ZlcmluZ3Mtd2hlbi10by13ZWFyLW9uZS1hbmQtaG93LXRvLW1ha2UteW91ci1vd24ifQ.i7JmOH73T-EbctsjeHjHqmVWgBI4AX3FeOGyvaO20Vo/s/1117154733/br/81186880830-l


workplaces because of the variety of work environments in different industries. Employers 
should continue to follow COVID-19 secure guidelines to reduce the proximity and duration of 
contact between employees. 

Government scheme to help universities and colleges in financial difficulties 

Universities in England facing severe financial difficulties as a result of the coronavirus will 
now be able to apply for further Government support.  The scheme will review providers’ 
circumstances and assess the case for restructuring support, including last resort financial 
support, through repayable loans. Find out more here. 

Pilots announced for return of spectators to elite sports events 

Sporting events will allow fans to return from 1 October with social distancing in place, if it is 
safe to do so. The Government has announced that a small number of sporting events will be 
used to pilot the safe return of spectators through late July and early August – with a view to 
reopen competition venues for sports fans, with social distancing measures in place, from 
October 2020. Find out more here. 

Planning update on cultural venues and holiday parks 

The government has published a written ministerial statement to support the culture and 
tourism sectors by both preventing the loss of theatres, concert halls and live music 
performance venues, and encouraging local planning authorities to exercise their discretion in 
relation to planning conditions for caravan and holiday parks.  Find out more here. 

Companies House authentication code can be sent to a home address 
temporarily Users can request to have the authentication code sent to a home address 

instead of the company’s registered office. This is a temporary service in response to the 
coronavirus outbreak. Find out more here. 

Updated 

Destroying spoilt beer during coronavirus: Guidance on how spoilt beer can be re-
purposed has been updated. 

Guidance for managing playgrounds and outdoor gyms: Guidance for owners and 
operators of playgrounds and outdoor gyms has been updated to reflect additional 
requirements on face coverings. 

Higher education: reopening buildings and campuses: Guidance for higher education 

providers in England on when and how to reopen their campuses and buildings has been 
updated with information on performing arts, transport and international students and self-
isolation. 

 
 

  

  

Requests for Business Intelligence and Assistance 
Offer coronavirus support 

Tell us how your business might be able to help with the response to coronavirus by using 
our online service. 
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Share the impact coronavirus is having on your organisation  

Let us know how the outbreak is impacting your business.  Please send your 
intelligence, including information and feedback on the safer workplace 
guidance, to intel@beis.gov.uk. Commercially sensitive information will be treated 
accordingly.  Please note that this inbox is only for receiving intelligence and does not 
provide business advice.   

 

Help us shine a light on the stories of key workers  

Tell us about key workers you know that are helping to keep the UK moving during the 
Coronavirus pandemic. Please fill in this online form for key workers in the following sectors: 
manufacturing, construction, consumer goods, scientists/researchers, servicing, postal 
workers, and  oil/gas/electricity/water/sewage/chemical workers.  

 

  

  

Other useful links 
Some aspects of business support are devolved. Specific information for businesses and 
employers in Northern Ireland, Scotland, and Wales is available. In England, Growth 
Hubs can advise on local and UK Government business support. You can also find helpful 
business case studies and other useful information on the Coronavirus Business Support 
Blog. 
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