
Coronavirus (COVID-19) Businesses and Employers Bulletin – 17 June 2020 
This bulletin is issued by the Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy and provides the latest 
information for employers and businesses on coronavirus (COVID-19). All coronavirus business support 
information can be found at gov.uk/business-support 

 
 Business Secretary Alok Sharma chairs a series of economic recovery round-tables 
 Reminder: Continued support for SMEs: Statutory Sick Pay Rebate Scheme 
 New Updates and Guidance 
 Requests for Business Intelligence and Assistance 

 

  

  

Business Secretary Alok Sharma chairs a series of economic 
recovery round-tables 
These roundtables bring together businesses, business representative organisations, 
regulators and leading academics. Discussions focused on the measures necessary to 
support economic recovery and ensure we have the right opportunities in place for growth 
across the country over the next 18 months and beyond. The five themes are: 

 The future of industry: How to accelerate business innovation and leverage private 
sector investment in research and development. 

 Green recovery: How to capture economic growth opportunities from the shift to net 
zero carbon emissions. 

 Backing new businesses: How to make the UK the best place in the world to start and 
scale a business. 

 Increasing opportunity: How to level up economic performance across the UK, 
including through skills and apprenticeships. 

 The UK open for business: How to win and retain more high value investment for the 
UK. 

Details of the participants and the questions covered is available here. 
 

  

  

Reminder: Continued support for SMEs: Statutory Sick Pay Rebate 
Scheme 
The UK Government’s Statutory Sick Pay Rebate Scheme continues to provide financial 
support to small and medium-sized employers.   

If you’re an employer with fewer than 250 employees, and if you’ve paid SSP to 
employees for coronavirus-related sickness absence, you could be eligible for support. You 
can also speak to your tax agent about making claims on your behalf.  

The repayment will cover up to two weeks of the applicable rate of SSP. For more information 
on eligibility and how to make a claim please find more information here. 

 

  

  
  

  

New Updates and Guidance 
New 

Coronavirus (COVID-19): letter to the retail sector 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA2MTcuMjMwNzA4NDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vZ292LnVrL2J1c2luZXNzLXN1cHBvcnQifQ.y1urtJTfR5gUo5I7bmUkLUIpT70c63mJ1-gJVhBVt7g/s/1117154733/br/79935536741-l
https://outlook.office.com/mail/inbox/id/AAQkAGU3N2U5ZTg4LTVhZjktNDYxMi05OGNiLTA3ZGUzNTI2Yzc4NQAQAHoDwrOEjdBHsepjCJRsT0I%3D#link_2
https://outlook.office.com/mail/inbox/id/AAQkAGU3N2U5ZTg4LTVhZjktNDYxMi05OGNiLTA3ZGUzNTI2Yzc4NQAQAHoDwrOEjdBHsepjCJRsT0I%3D#link_5
https://outlook.office.com/mail/inbox/id/AAQkAGU3N2U5ZTg4LTVhZjktNDYxMi05OGNiLTA3ZGUzNTI2Yzc4NQAQAHoDwrOEjdBHsepjCJRsT0I%3D#link_3
https://outlook.office.com/mail/inbox/id/AAQkAGU3N2U5ZTg4LTVhZjktNDYxMi05OGNiLTA3ZGUzNTI2Yzc4NQAQAHoDwrOEjdBHsepjCJRsT0I%3D#link_1
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA2MTcuMjMwNzA4NDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ292ZXJubWVudC9uZXdzL2J1c2luZXNzLXNlY3JldGFyeS1sZWFkcy1lY29ub21pYy1yZWNvdmVyeS1yb3VuZHRhYmxlcz91dG1fc291cmNlPWU2YmVhNjUwLWIwZTAtNDdhNC05NzYyLTA2YTNmMjhjYzNjYyZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj1nb3Z1ay1ub3RpZmljYXRpb25zJnV0bV9jb250ZW50PWltbWVkaWF0ZSJ9.YZ6C6MVeiuvRSEk3TcK8wAlw6yrboD2XtFF83VUOJsI/s/1117154733/br/79935536741-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA2MTcuMjMwNzA4NDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ3VpZGFuY2UvY2xhaW0tYmFjay1zdGF0dXRvcnktc2ljay1wYXktcGFpZC10by1lbXBsb3llZXMtZHVlLXRvLWNvcm9uYXZpcnVzLWNvdmlkLTE5In0.O5AyNd8BNMe4TnIeUaIbkJvXxKSp7-Uow1l1cnHA6Lg/s/1117154733/br/79935536741-l


The Minister for Small Business, Consumers & Labour Markets, Paul Scully MP, has written to 
those working in the retail sector. The letter thanks all those who are working in retail as shops 
across England reopen their doors this week. 

Reservists returning to civilian work eligible for government support schemes 

Military reservists will be able to access the government’s self-employment scheme and those 
returning to work in the coming months will be eligible for the job retention scheme. Find out 
more here. 

Updates 

COVID-19: how to work safely in care homes 

Guidance for those working in care homes has been updated - providing information on how 
to work safely during this period of sustained transmission of COVID-19. Find the updated 
document here. 

 
 

  

  

Requests for Business Intelligence and Assistance 
Offer coronavirus support 

Tell us how your business might be able to help with the response to coronavirus by using 
our online service. 

 

Share the impact coronavirus is having on your organisation  

Let us know how the outbreak is impacting your business.  Please send your 
intelligence, including information and feedback on the safer workplace 
guidance, to intel@beis.gov.uk. Commercially sensitive information will be treated 
accordingly.  Please note that this inbox is only for receiving intelligence and does not 
provide business advice.   

 

Help us shine a light on the stories of key workers  

Tell us about key workers you know that are helping to keep the UK moving during the 
Coronavirus pandemic. Please fill in this online form for key workers in the following sectors: 
manufacturing, construction, consumer goods, scientists/researchers, servicing, postal 
workers, and  oil/gas/electricity/water/sewage/chemical workers.  

 

  

  

Other useful links 
Some aspects of business support are devolved. Specific information for businesses and 
employers in Northern Ireland, Scotland, and Wales is available. In England, Growth 
Hubs can advise on local and UK Government business support. You can also find helpful 
business case studies and other useful information on the Coronavirus Business Support 
Blog. 

  

  

 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA2MTcuMjMwNzA4NDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ292ZXJubWVudC9wdWJsaWNhdGlvbnMvY29yb25hdmlydXMtY292aWQtMTktbGV0dGVyLXRvLXRoZS1yZXRhaWwtc2VjdG9yLS0yP3V0bV9zb3VyY2U9ZWE3ZWVjYTAtYzc3Zi00MGFlLTkyMWItMmE2ZTJiZTFmMzQ2JnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPWdvdnVrLW5vdGlmaWNhdGlvbnMmdXRtX2NvbnRlbnQ9aW1tZWRpYXRlIn0.s4pFbMVZuxoNATLMSYRqmUsP9MTt46f2Kpvbzm8hoy4/s/1117154733/br/79935536741-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA2MTcuMjMwNzA4NDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ292ZXJubWVudC9uZXdzL3Jlc2VydmlzdHMtcmV0dXJuaW5nLXRvLWNpdmlsaWFuLXdvcmstZWxpZ2libGUtZm9yLWdvdmVybm1lbnQtc3VwcG9ydC1zY2hlbWVzP3V0bV9zb3VyY2U9MzIyN2ZiNjItZDBmZC00MWEzLWFiOGYtZGM4NTZlMzZmMWI4JnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPWdvdnVrLW5vdGlmaWNhdGlvbnMmdXRtX2NvbnRlbnQ9aW1tZWRpYXRlIn0.l_9M8Xdz2ITV5h1D55536ziK4StHj4rRtwWX7U2XEws/s/1117154733/br/79935536741-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA2MTcuMjMwNzA4NDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ292ZXJubWVudC9wdWJsaWNhdGlvbnMvY292aWQtMTktaG93LXRvLXdvcmstc2FmZWx5LWluLWNhcmUtaG9tZXM_dXRtX3NvdXJjZT0wMjI1ZGRjNS1lY2JkLTQ3YTAtOGUxMC01Zjk1YWQ0ZGRiYTMmdXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249Z292dWstbm90aWZpY2F0aW9ucyZ1dG1fY29udGVudD1pbW1lZGlhdGUifQ.De19vaJfbhjMIeELbiVOhN4CRfCxvUVEcsFA1_EfdAw/s/1117154733/br/79935536741-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA2MTcuMjMwNzA4NDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvY29yb25hdmlydXMtc3VwcG9ydC1mcm9tLWJ1c2luZXNzIn0.Dh_x1dC-o4TeieCLUcmFeFVNQXLx3TGG61S1IGPPm7c/s/1117154733/br/79935536741-l
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https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA2MTcuMjMwNzA4NDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2Zvcm1zLm9mZmljZS5jb20vUGFnZXMvUmVzcG9uc2VQYWdlLmFzcHg_aWQ9UzJhc3hpZXVYVTIwNXJ0WEZ4bHZ4LU9PekVrZGtPUkF1SnV2TTI5OERSQlVPRVJhV1ZCS00wY3dSRTgzVFVkSVNFc3lValJEVVZkS1ZDNHUifQ.CZ84APrNNMFu5OkRRR68OAImxuL_tsgvaLsBxV4DVJ8/s/1117154733/br/79935536741-l
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