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This bulletin provides information for employers and businesses on Coronavirus 
(COVID-19). All guidance, information and announcements can be found at 
GOV.UK. Organisations should pay particular attention to the guidance for 
employees, employers and businesses which is being updated regularly with the 
latest advice. 

The UK Government is supporting businesses and their employees through a 
package of measures during this period of unprecedented disruption. The Business 
Support website helps businesses find the right support, advice and information to 
help with the impact of Coronavirus (COVID-19) and the support measures that are 
available. This website will continue to be updated as information becomes 
available. Some aspects of business support are devolved. Specific information for 
businesses and employers in Northern Ireland, Scotland, and Wales is available.   
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Further businesses and premises to close – updated 
guidance 

Guidance on the closure of all retailers that sell non-essential goods and other non-
essential premises, as part of further social distancing measures has been updated 
to include additional details to the list of businesses and premises that must 
remain closed. Guidance has also been added on work carried out in people’s 
homes.The guidance is available here. 

Employers who have people in their offices or onsite should ensure that employees 
are able to follow Public Health England guidelines including, where possible, 
maintaining a 2 metre distance from others, and washing their hands with soap and 
water often for at least 20 seconds (or using hand sanitiser gel if soap and water is 
not available). 

  

  

Companies to receive a 3 month extension period to file 
accounts during COVID-19. 

Companies House have announced that businesses will be given an additional 3 
months to file accounts to help companies avoid penalties as they deal with the 
impacts of COVID-19. Full guidance on applying for an extension can be found here 

  

  

New Updates and Guidance 

COVID-19 advice for accommodation providers 

Guidance and advice for those providing hotel and other accommodation in the UK 
has been published for the first time here. 

Commercial insurance 

Most commercial insurance policies are unlikely to cover pandemics or unspecified 
notifiable diseases, such as COVID-19. However, those businesses which have an 
insurance policy that covers government ordered closure and pandemics or 
government ordered closure and unspecified notifiable disease should be able to 
make a claim (subject to the terms and conditions of their policy). Insurance policies 
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differ significantly, so businesses are encouraged to check the terms and conditions 
of their specific policy and contact their providers. Further information is available. 

Protection from eviction for commercial tenants 

Commercial tenants who cannot pay their rent because of COVID-19 will be 
protected from eviction. Further details are now available. 

Extension of Business Improvement Districts (BIDs) arrangements 

BIDs will be able to extend the maximum duration of their BID arrangements until 
31 March 2021 by delaying BID ballots due to take place this year. This 
enables BIDs, and the local authorities who administer the ballot process, to 
concentrate on responding to the current emergency. 

DIT support for UK businesses trading internationally 

The advice for UK businesses that export or deliver goods and services abroad and 
have been impacted by the spread of COVID-19 has been updated. 

Employers do not have to report gender pay gaps 

Enforcement of the gender pay gap reporting deadlines are suspended for this 
reporting year (2019/20) due to the Coronavirus outbreak. The decision means 
there will be no expectation on employers to report their data. 

How to place a Coronavirus (COVID-19) test kit on the market 

Forms and guidance on what manufacturers need to do to place test kits on the 
market. 

  

  

Requests for business intelligence and assistance 

Help us reach businesses to urgently raise awareness of available support  

We need your help to reach businesses across the UK to urgently raise awareness 
of the new UK Government Coronavirus Business Support campaign and the 
assistance available. A new toolkit includes content and messaging for you to share 
on your social media, websites, internal channels and newsletters to amplify 
campaign messages. The toolkit will help ensure all businesses have the best and 
most up to date information on the support that is available to them in a fast-moving 
situation. 

 

  

Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy  

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAzMjUuMTkyNjE2MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ292ZXJubWVudC9wdWJsaWNhdGlvbnMvZ3VpZGFuY2UtdG8tZW1wbG95ZXJzLWFuZC1idXNpbmVzc2VzLWFib3V0LWNvdmlkLTE5L2NvdmlkLTE5LXN1cHBvcnQtZm9yLWJ1c2luZXNzZXMjY29tbWVyY2lhbC1pbnN1cmFuY2UifQ.TiGFBA4Wkwj2OCSbDraItCZZcFGZ8dLWG_4cB3eu_Kg/br/76576199579-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAzMjUuMTkyNjE2MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ292ZXJubWVudC9wdWJsaWNhdGlvbnMvZ3VpZGFuY2UtdG8tZW1wbG95ZXJzLWFuZC1idXNpbmVzc2VzLWFib3V0LWNvdmlkLTE5L2NvdmlkLTE5LXN1cHBvcnQtZm9yLWJ1c2luZXNzZXMjcHJvdGVjdGlvbi1mcm9tLWV2aWN0aW9uLWZvci1jb21tZXJjaWFsLXRlbmFudHMifQ.dgPT9DaIg8Ec_5Wtn0Fknc42E0E_5wViu7aoGWaPkrM/br/76576199579-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAzMjUuMTkyNjE2MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ292ZXJubWVudC9wdWJsaWNhdGlvbnMvZ3VpZGFuY2UtdG8tZW1wbG95ZXJzLWFuZC1idXNpbmVzc2VzLWFib3V0LWNvdmlkLTE5L2NvdmlkLTE5LXN1cHBvcnQtZm9yLWJ1c2luZXNzZXMjZXh0ZW5zaW9uLW9mLWJ1c2luZXNzLWltcHJvdmVtZW50LWRpc3RyaWN0cy1iaWRzLWFycmFuZ2VtZW50cyJ9.z2J_T32Yte4zkCI4WDgU5Ta5_13c62KlkZWhD_AOR44/br/76576199579-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAzMjUuMTkyNjE2MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ292ZXJubWVudC9wdWJsaWNhdGlvbnMvY29yb25hdmlydXMtY292aWQtMTktZ3VpZGFuY2UtZm9yLXVrLWJ1c2luZXNzZXMvY29yb25hdmlydXMtY292aWQtMTktZ3VpZGFuY2UtZm9yLXVrLWJ1c2luZXNzZXMtdHJhZGluZy1pbnRlcm5hdGlvbmFsbHkifQ.zie-iG9sDMo6sh4qMRkifDim50wGKV3lj417WSkRKFI/br/76576199579-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAzMjUuMTkyNjE2MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ292ZXJubWVudC9uZXdzL2VtcGxveWVycy1kby1ub3QtaGF2ZS10by1yZXBvcnQtZ2VuZGVyLXBheS1nYXBzP3V0bV9zb3VyY2U9YzQ3ZDQ0MTYtYjZlZC00NGM1LTlmOTktYjFkNTJkNThhZTdjJnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPWdvdnVrLW5vdGlmaWNhdGlvbnMmdXRtX2NvbnRlbnQ9ZGFpbHkifQ.k0fHic5wfDGGWGJKDPOzLeJPpF7zrPzplMJ9EStae04/br/76576199579-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAzMjUuMTkyNjE2MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ292ZXJubWVudC9uZXdzL2VtcGxveWVycy1kby1ub3QtaGF2ZS10by1yZXBvcnQtZ2VuZGVyLXBheS1nYXBzP3V0bV9zb3VyY2U9YzQ3ZDQ0MTYtYjZlZC00NGM1LTlmOTktYjFkNTJkNThhZTdjJnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPWdvdnVrLW5vdGlmaWNhdGlvbnMmdXRtX2NvbnRlbnQ9ZGFpbHkifQ.k0fHic5wfDGGWGJKDPOzLeJPpF7zrPzplMJ9EStae04/br/76576199579-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAzMjUuMTkyNjE2MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ292ZXJubWVudC9wdWJsaWNhdGlvbnMvcmVndWxhdG9yeS1hcHByb3ZhbC1mb3ItY29yb25hdmlydXMtY292aWQtMTktdGVzdC1raXRzP3V0bV9zb3VyY2U9MDRhY2Q3OGEtNjEyOC00MGYzLTkyZDItNzZlYjQwOGE4N2IwJnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPWdvdnVrLW5vdGlmaWNhdGlvbnMmdXRtX2NvbnRlbnQ9aW1tZWRpYXRlIn0.4XoULCnzW8p2To1oE7foE3Z6NLYMtVHxc_VL2GfhmaQ/br/76576199579-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAzMjUuMTkyNjE2MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2luZHVzdHJpYWxzdHJhdGVneS5mcm9udGlmeS5jb20vZC81NUV6ZVZVNnJoemEvY292aWQtMTktYnVzaW5lc3Mtc3VwcG9ydCJ9.UJ-jX8CytU2DSI1vmApM7gwtu8crd7mQ8A8mY5QGcyc/br/76576199579-l


Business Intelligence and Readiness Directorate        

sed@beis.gov.uk  

25 March 2020   

You are receiving this bulletin because you have previously subscribed to this 
bulletin, the Industrial Strategy Bulletin or the Business Readiness Bulletin. Update 
your subscription preferences.  If you have been forwarded this bulletin, you can 
subscribe to receive them directly. After adding your email address click add 
subscriptions, tick the newsletter box and then click next. 
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