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This bulletin is issued by the Department for Business, Energy and Industrial 
Strategy and provides information for employers and businesses on Coronavirus 
(COVID-19). All guidance, information and announcements can be found at 
GOV.UK. Organisations should pay particular attention to the guidance for 
employees, employers and businesses which is being updated regularly with the 
latest advice. 

The UK Government is supporting businesses and their employees through a 
package of measures during this period of unprecedented disruption. The Business 
Support website helps businesses find the right support, advice and information to 
help with the impact of Coronavirus (COVID-19) and the support measures that are 
available. This website will continue to be updated as information becomes 
available. Some aspects of business support are devolved. Specific information for 
businesses and employers in Northern Ireland, Scotland, and Wales is available.   
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Coronavirus (COVID-19): letter to the construction sector 

Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, Alok Sharma, has 
written to the UK's construction sector, paying tribute to all those who are working 
within the industry.  The Government has advised that wherever possible, people 
should work at home. However, we know that for many people working in 
construction their job requires them to travel to their place of work, and they can 
continue to do so. This is consistent with the Chief Medical Officer’s advice. The 
industry has worked to develop Site Operating Procedures (SOP), which were 
published by the Construction Leadership Council. These align with the latest 
guidance from Public Health England. As this health guidance updates, the SOP 
will reflect any changes. 

 

  

New Updates and Guidance 

Coronavirus (COVID-19): guidance on business support grant funding 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA0MDEuMTk1ODIyNTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ292ZXJubWVudC90b3BpY2FsLWV2ZW50cy9jb3JvbmF2aXJ1cy1jb3ZpZC0xOS11ay1nb3Zlcm5tZW50LXJlc3BvbnNlIn0.bnLO-HvAbwjHGrQwOPiXu1bkoV-QzgOMRw5f_DGLE9c/br/76871007620-l
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Guidance for local authorities setting out details of the Small Business Grants Fund 
(SBGF) and Retail, Hospitality and Leisure Grant Fund (RHLGF). Updated 
information on state aid, monitoring and reporting requirements, post payment 
checks, eligibility of charities. 

COVID-19: guidance for the public on mental health and wellbeing 

Advice and information on how employees can look after their mental health and 
wellbeing during the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak. 

Coronavirus (COVID-19): temporary changes to driver certificate of 
professional competence(CPC) requirements 

The Department for Transport have set out temporary changes to allow bus and 
lorry drivers who cannot complete compulsory CPC training to continue to drive. 

Slides and datasets to accompany coronavirus press conference: 31 March 
2020 

Press conference slides and datasets used by The Rt Hon Michael Gove MP. 

High street benefits from £22 billion grants and business rates package 

From 1 April, high streets begin to receive £22 billion coronavirus boost, with grants 
of up to £25,000 already being paid into bank accounts of high street businesses. 
Find out more here. 

Chancellor waives duties and VAT on vital medical imports 

Chancellor waives import taxes on vital medical equipment including ventilators, 
coronavirus testing kits and protective clothing. Find out more here. 

  

  

Requests for Business Intelligence and Assistance 

Can your business offer coronavirus (COVID-19) support? 

UK Government is looking for businesses who can offer support in the multiple 
areas and has set up an online tool where businesses can register. To find the list 
of areas and offer support click here. 

Business Intelligence: share the impact Coronavirus is having on your 
organisation   

We welcome information from businesses on impacts across supply, demand and 
labour markets, actions to address these impacts, and any gaps in the 
Government response from your perspective. Please send your intelligence to 
intel@beis.gov.uk. We are aware that individual company information may be 
commercially sensitive, and it will be treated accordingly.  Please note that this inbox 
is only for receiving intelligence and does not provide business advice.   

 

  

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA0MDEuMTk1ODIyNTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ292ZXJubWVudC9wdWJsaWNhdGlvbnMvY29yb25hdmlydXMtY292aWQtMTktZ3VpZGFuY2Utb24tYnVzaW5lc3Mtc3VwcG9ydC1ncmFudC1mdW5kaW5nP3V0bV9zb3VyY2U9NzMzYTE2OWYtMzZmMC00ZDhkLWJhZTEtYjFlN2U3MzViOWNkJnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPWdvdnVrLW5vdGlmaWNhdGlvbnMmdXRtX2NvbnRlbnQ9aW1tZWRpYXRlIn0.e6x8wSbzPi7pWnnP8hDNUtqH_g3RQoSpC3qX4W7eAzg/br/76871007620-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA0MDEuMTk1ODIyNTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ292ZXJubWVudC9wdWJsaWNhdGlvbnMvY292aWQtMTktZ3VpZGFuY2UtZm9yLXRoZS1wdWJsaWMtb24tbWVudGFsLWhlYWx0aC1hbmQtd2VsbGJlaW5nP3V0bV9zb3VyY2U9ZjRmZTlkMGUtMmUyNS00Zjc1LWFjYzEtNjRjZWI2ZDBmM2E0JnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPWdvdnVrLW5vdGlmaWNhdGlvbnMmdXRtX2NvbnRlbnQ9aW1tZWRpYXRlIn0.9Fk2IgSC4Ws5gweQY0MnDtLr-ijZ2eex6pFIW4AxwM8/br/76871007620-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA0MDEuMTk1ODIyNTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ3VpZGFuY2UvY29yb25hdmlydXMtY292aWQtMTktdGVtcG9yYXJ5LWNoYW5nZXMtdG8tZHJpdmVyLWNwYy1yZXF1aXJlbWVudHMifQ.yHQ5yfhwRPLpqnc74wS_MG9ABC0BQYVFPUHAIJ8ag8s/br/76871007620-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA0MDEuMTk1ODIyNTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ292ZXJubWVudC9wdWJsaWNhdGlvbnMvc2xpZGVzLWFuZC1kYXRhc2V0cy10by1hY2NvbXBhbnktY29yb25hdmlydXMtcHJlc3MtY29uZmVyZW5jZS0zMS1tYXJjaC0yMDIwP3V0bV9zb3VyY2U9N2IxMWFmM2QtYzdiZi00ZDYyLTg3MjUtYWZmNzY0NjJlMmFhJnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPWdvdnVrLW5vdGlmaWNhdGlvbnMmdXRtX2NvbnRlbnQ9aW1tZWRpYXRlIn0.kx93oD627HkYTBwM7JS1Owv77xO30EUCXEFm-iG843s/br/76871007620-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA0MDEuMTk1ODIyNTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ292ZXJubWVudC9uZXdzL2hpZ2gtc3RyZWV0LWJlbmVmaXRzLWZyb20tMjItYmlsbGlvbi1ncmFudHMtYW5kLWJ1c2luZXNzLXJhdGVzLXBhY2thZ2UifQ.20IUeaA8zSfudMGuS6akxNrBqv1GBxoIIuWaW2rHiHg/br/76871007620-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA0MDEuMTk1ODIyNTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ292ZXJubWVudC9uZXdzL2NoYW5jZWxsb3Itd2FpdmVzLWR1dGllcy1hbmQtdmF0LW9uLXZpdGFsLW1lZGljYWwtaW1wb3J0cz91dG1fc291cmNlPWRkMmZhYzY5LTIzYjctNDZmYy1hZTNlLThlOGNkMDNjNTBhNyZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj1nb3Z1ay1ub3RpZmljYXRpb25zJnV0bV9jb250ZW50PWRhaWx5In0.wIpdTCgWlw8o5aNJ4to2rtwJN1mVjSXDxc5seAi9zdI/br/76871007620-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA0MDEuMTk1ODIyNTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvY29yb25hdmlydXMtc3VwcG9ydC1mcm9tLWJ1c2luZXNzIn0.0RnbL2f68YKVQoOxp_XLWszoZE75I82F8VBpmdmKXt0/br/76871007620-l
mailto:intel@beis.gov.uk


Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy  

Business Intelligence and Readiness Directorate        

sed@beis.gov.uk  

1 April 2020   

You are receiving this bulletin because you have previously subscribed to this 
bulletin, the Industrial Strategy Bulletin or the Business Readiness Bulletin. Update 
your subscription preferences.  If you have been forwarded this bulletin, you can 
subscribe to receive them directly. After adding your email address click add 
subscriptions, tick the newsletter box and then click next. 

 

  

 

mailto:sed@beis.gov.uk
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA0MDEuMTk1ODIyNTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3B1YmxpYy5nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeS5jb20vYWNjb3VudHMvVUtERUNDL3N1YnNjcmliZXIvbmV3P3ByZWZlcmVuY2VzPXRydWUifQ.Poj2d5IXopkq8rRO7FRQJXARSOUK2S8kOdJYf0UNuuM/br/76871007620-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA0MDEuMTk1ODIyNTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3B1YmxpYy5nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeS5jb20vYWNjb3VudHMvVUtERUNDL3N1YnNjcmliZXIvbmV3P3ByZWZlcmVuY2VzPXRydWUifQ.Poj2d5IXopkq8rRO7FRQJXARSOUK2S8kOdJYf0UNuuM/br/76871007620-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA0MDEuMTk1ODIyNTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3B1YmxpYy5nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeS5jb20vYWNjb3VudHMvVUtERUNDL3N1YnNjcmliZXIvbmV3P3ByZWZlcmVuY2VzPXRydWUifQ.Ismv8xxXGJbUVF4tsIfS69eNBYxplGv0TnTcYwTNwUo/br/76871007620-l

